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The President’s Pleasure
My Dear BAPAN’s:

The other day | was sitting out
on the patio of my new home enjoying
Caffeina’s delightful brew and the first
rays of light as the Young God sleepily
reached out to claim His place in the
sky. In the distance I could hear a lone
bird making its wake-up call to the
world. Soon other birds began to
answer, and a chorus of birds began to
sing in a vibrant symphony which |
realized was in honor of spring!

Spring has come upon us! It is
the time of Ostara, the Vernal Equinox.
The young Goddess and God are frolic
in nature, innocent in life as a new
beginning springs forth in shades of
green, in the buds of flowers and the
nest building of birds, joining in the
dance of mating and rebirth.

Spring is a time of fertility!
We’ve come out of the long, cold dark of
winter. We’ve prepared the seeds of
new life for planting. It is time to focus
our rituals for new beginnings, new
growth and prosperity, and for bearing
our children into happy, healthy lives.

Spring is a time of cheer! One of
the traditions of Pagan times was the
coloring of hard-boiled eggs. Just
because some “other” religion absorbed
this tradition doesn’t mean we can’t
honor it! Color your eggs with signs of
prosperity and new beginnings and use
them in ritual. While digesting them,
focus on what you will manifest within
you as a hew and prosperous being.

Springtime is a time of new
beginnings! Our General Assembly
meeting is coming up in June. BAPA
needs new blood to keep it alive and
well. If you are interested in serving your
community as a member of BAPA, talk
to one of the BAPA officers about
becoming a board member, an officer, or
a volunteer. Many of us have served the
community for two or more years now,
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and some of us are retiring our duties
come June. BAPA needs you! If you
would like to be a serving member,
please contact me at
bapaprez@yahoo.com, and let’s talk!

Have fun this spring, and shake
off the old skin of last year. This is the
time for your inner child to dance with
the young Lady and Lord.

Blessed be to you and yours,

David “Blue” Fletcher-MacLeod
President, Bay Area Pagan Assemblies

BAPA'’s Mission is to serve the Pagan

community as an information resource
and to facilitate the practice of Pagan
Spirituality.
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BAPA Basics:
Location and Directions:

Regular activities are held at the
Palo Alto Unitarian Universalist Church
(PAUUC) unless otherwise indicated.
The church is located at 505 East
Charleston Road. From Hwy 101, take
the San Antonio Road exit West, turn
right on East Charleston. The building is
about a half mile down on the right-
hand side of the road.

BAPA Sponsored Circles:

Gaia’s Gateway is a monthly open
ritual featuring a different Pagan
tradition each month. Each Gateway
begins with an informative talk, and
both the talk and the ritual are led by
practitioners of the religion presented.
We request a $5.00 donation from non-
members. Gateways are held on the last
Sunday of every month from 6PM-9PM
in the Fireside Room at PAUUC.

Gaia’s Gateway Monthly Schedule:

March 31, 2002

Introductory Shamanic Journey with Shilo
Satran: Shilo will use ritual and
drumming to call in the Spirits so that
participants can pay a brief visit to non-
ordinary reality. Please bring a blanket
and/or cushions to lie on. Shilo is an
Advanced Student of Michael Harner
and Sandra Ingerman at the Foundation
for Shamanic Studies in Mill Valley.

April 28, 2002

Beltane Ritual with Francesca De Grandis:
The author of "Be a Goddess!" has just
published a new book, "Goddess
Initiation.” She is the daughter of a
Sicilian witch and is a spiritual
counselor and founder of The Third
Road in San Francisco, where she
teaches the magic, joy, and mysticism of
Goddess Spirituality.

May 26, 2002

A Wiccan ritual, to be determined.
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June 30, 2002

BAPA Members Annual Meeting, public
ritual program to be determined.

Editor’s Note: You can save a tree and
postage and printing costs ($9-12/yr.) and
receive the newsletter via email, drop a note
to BapaMailing@yahoo.com. Or, view it
on our website.

If you wish to contribute any articles,
opinions, recipes, book/video reviews, letters,
or calendar items for the BAPAN, send
them via email to nevawrites@attbi.com.

[L[[ Submission Deadline[[[

Submission and calendar
deadline for the Beltaine BAPAN is
April 17, 2002. Calendar items should
include events through August 31,
2002.

BAPA Network Services:

To find out about local Pagan
events, related to BAPA or not, see
Chronos Calendar, and call 408-559-
4242(GAIA) to leave a message
requesting specific information.

Where To Contact BAPA:

P. O. Box 4159
Mountain View, CA. 94040
408-559-4242
www.batnet.com/bapagan/bapa.html

BAPA Officers:

President: David Fletcher-McLeod
Vice President: Michael Dilts
Secretary: Jim McCann
Treasurer: Karissa Shaw

Board Chair: Eric Rodas

BAPA Volunteers:

Network Coord: Scout Ghost
Gateway Coord: Michael Dilts
Volunteer Coord: Eric Rodas
Library: Joan Carroll

Membership Coord: Gary Mattingly
Web Master: Galen Du Puis (Jordan
Avon)

BAPAN Editor: Neva Schuelke
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Athena’s Archives
BAPA Library:

The library is a lending and
exchange library, therefore any materials
such as books, videos, cassettes, or
tarot decks circulate, with the inventory
being mutable over time. The library is
accessible at the Gaia’s Gateway each
month. What interesting pagan reading
or movie watching have you done
recently? Send us a review and
recommendation.

Editorial llluminations

Well, my term as editor of the
BAPAN is coming to a close soon. | will
put out the Beltaine issue in a few weeks
and then | outta here. Heading to
Tucson and the bright warm sunny
Southwest. | already love it. We've
already begun to make connection with
the Pagan community there and hope it
won’t be long before we have new
friends. Not that I’ll be dropping the
old ones, but always circling at a
distance has its limitations. | hope that
there is someone in the BAPAN

community who wants this job and will
contact me while I’'m still here to hand it
over personally. It’s a fun job, and you
get to interact with lots of great people
in the community. Think about it and
let me know if you're interested.

Bright Blessings,

Neva Schuelke, Editor
nevawrites@attbi.com

~ =~~~

Ostara is the Teutonic goddess of fertility,
personal renewal, and fruitfulness. Her
symbol is the egg. She represents the
renewal of the Earth and the life force of
Spring. She is also the goddess of dawn
(new beginnings). One variation of her
name, Eostara, eventually became Easter.
Spells and foods that include eggs are
particularly appropriate on Her day.

- adapted from 365 Goddess by Patricia
Telesco

-~~~

“Standing Stones” - Bedrock Groups of Bay Area Paganism

Organizations:

(BAPA) Bay Area Pagan Assemblies: in Palo Alto call 408-559-4242
(COG)Covenant of the Goddess: Call Arios at 415-584-2659

(DD) Dragon Dream: in San Francisco call 415-820-1500

(FCE) Full Circle Events: 615 Malarin Ave. Santa Clara, CA 95050, (408) 224-4625,

www.fullcircleevents.org

(LI) The Lilith Institute: contact Deborah Grenn-Scott at 650-345-5449 or lilith@best.com or

http://www . lilithinstitute.com

(NROOGD) New Reformed Order of the Golden Dawn: in Berkeley call 510-521-1040 or

http://www.nroogd.org

(Ph) Phases: in San Francisco call 415-468-5466 or http://www.phases.org or

lawre@sirius.com

(RE) Reclaiming San Francisco (many areas) 415-256-1766
(SBC) South Bay Circles: in Palo Alto contact Bianca at 408-265-5180

Businesses:

(13) “13” Book Store: in Santa Cruz, 831-425-1313

(AW) Ancient Ways Book Store: Oakland, 510-653-3244 or http://www.ancientways.com

(HL) Her Land Book Store: in Santa Cruz

(PE) Psychic Eye Book Store: in Mountain View, San Francisco
(SJ) San Jose Metaphysical Book Store: in San Jose call 408-446-0590, or email at

sjbookshop@mindspring.com
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Chronos Calendar

March
23 - Hearthstone, Spring Equinox Celebration, 11AM-3PM, SJ, see Upcoming Events
23 - Return of the Snakes Parade, Pagan Pride, Berkeley, see Upcoming Events
27 - (AW) Tom Johnson, Three Souls, 7:30 PM, see Upcoming Events
31 - (BAPA) Gaia’s Gateway, PA, see pg. 2 for time, location, directions, program.
April
4 - (SJ) Macha Nightmare, Witchcraft and the Web, 7:30 PM, see Upcoming Events
6 - Fremont Tartan Day Family Gathering, Ardenwood Farm, see Upcoming Events
13 - Community Seed Beach Clean up, see Upcoming Events for details.
28 - (BAPA) Gaia’s Gateway, PA, Francesca DeGrandis, see pg. 2 for time, location, etc.
May
4 - Hearthstone Beltaine celebration, see Upcoming Events below.
8 - Hrafnar Circle, Walpurgisnacht celebration, Berkeley, see Upcoming Events.
more below

New and Upcoming Events~~

March 19 - The American Vinland Association hosts a Rune Workshop at Captain Patt's in San
Francisco on the third Tuesday of each month from 7-9pm. Please e-mail
runeqgild@freyasfolk.org for additional information.

March 20 - You are invited to a Vernal Equinox celebration at the Half Moon Bay Yacht Club
from 7-9:30pm. This is a time of renewal and rebirth. Days and nights are of equal length and
the year is waxing into warmth, fertility and light. The Earth is reborn in springtime. All
things are young, playful and new. It is a time to reclaim childhood and the child within, to
play and have fun. Join us in sacred play and remember the freedom and joys of childhood.
Take a piece of that back with you to weave into your life. Ceremonies are open to all and
children are encouraged to take part. Weather and tides permitting, ceremonies occur around a
bonfire on the beach. Contribution $10.00 and bring potluck item. For more information, contact
janfreya@mindspring.com.

March 20 - A Taste of ExCeleration with Scout Bartlett at the San Jose Book Shop from 7:30 -
9:30 PM. In honor of his birthday month, Scout is offering you a gift: a group experience of an
ExCeleration Treatment. These treatments have lifted repeating patterns of limitation for
clients. Learn how much more of you is in you. Cost: $15. For more information, contact 408-446-
0590, sjbookshop@mindspring.com, or visit www.sanjosebookshop.surfmetro.com.

March 20 - Tom Johnson will discuss The Three Souls: Fetch does Fetch at Ancient Ways in
Oakland at 7:30pm. Using ritual, play and visualization, seek to experience Fetch's role in our
lives. For more information, contact Ancient Ways at 510-653-3244 or www.ancientways.com.

March 20 - Tempest will be teaching Metaphysical Classes are being offered at Psychic Eye
Bookshop in Mountain View from 7-9pm every week in March. This week's class is, Spellcraft
I11: Construction and Spell Execution. The best spells are written by the person casting them.
Learn how you can effectively write your own spells, understand how time, place, deities, and
lunar correspondences can come into play, and how to incorporate "ingredients” such as herbs,
crystals, incense, and candles. The cost is $12. For more information, contact 650-964-2220.

March 22 - Ancient Ways in Oakland will host an Astrology class with Margaret Cole at
7:30pm. During the Dark Ages in Europe, the Arabs kept astrology both alive and well and
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added their own touch. Work with the Arabic Parts, and bring your chart. For more
information, contact Ancient Ways at 510-653-3244 or www.ancientways.com.

March 22 - You are welcome to attend Pagan Coffee/Tea Night in Fremont on alternating
Friday nights from 7:30 ~10:00PM. Come meet and socialize with pagans, artists, musicians,
firedancers, and others in the community at the Mission Valley Coffee Roasting located at
40059 Mission Blvd (510-440-0321). Look for a Chinese girl (Eileen) with short reddish hair
and a White girl (Laurie) with really long hair! If you cannot find us, give us a call on our cell
phone at 510-468-5139. For more information, contact 510-366-5067 or visit
firedrumcircle@hotmail.com.

March 23 - Hearthstone will host a Spring Equinox Celebration from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at
John Mise Park in San Jose. For more information, please contact Molly at
molly@hearthstonecircle.org, 408- 446-0590 or visit http://www.hearthstonecircle.org.

March 23 - Return of the Snakes Parade! A Celebration of Pagan Pride in Berkeley. Please E-
mail if you would like to be on the committee, or if your circle of friends and family would like
to march in the parade. We encourage diversity, tolerance, safety, and respect for all
participants and audience members. This is a family-friendly event, and children are
encouraged to participate. Contact Micha Dunston at 510-843-0333, snakeparade@yahoo.com,
or visit http://www.geocities.com/snakeparade for more info.

March 24 - Irish Music Session and Traditional Song Circle every fourth Sunday from 6-10pm at
Don Quixote's located at 6275 Highway 9. All singers and instrumentalists are welcome! For
more information, contact Jessica at 831-335-7696, or Sheila at 831-464-2128. Sponsored by the
Celtic Society of Monterey Bay.

March 26 - The Pagan Interest Circle (CUUPS chapter) hosts moon rituals at 7:00pm on the
Saturday closest to the full moon at the First Unitarian Universalist Church in San Francisco,
located at Franklin and Geary. Each rite is unique and open to all generations. For more
information, contact Carlowe at 415-864-2858, or Sally at 510-595-1341, sallyam@pacbell.net,
or write to PICt 1446 46th Ave., San Francisco, CA 94122-2903. SFUU church phone 415-242-
1608.

March 27 - Healing the Past, Healing the Present with Marge Cuddeback at the San Jose Book
Shop from 7:30-9:30pm. Can healing the wounds we received in a past life help us to resolve
present day problems? Attend this class and find out. Marge is a certified hypnotherapist and a
metaphysical counselor and healer. She is the author of "Vanishing Veil", a collection of true-
life case histories drawn from her many clients over the past 25 years. Cost: $15. For more
information, contact 408-446-0590, sjbookshop@mindspring.com, or visit
www.sanjosebookshop.surfmetro.com.

March 27 - Tom Johnson will discuss The Three Souls: Godself does Fetch at Ancient Ways in
Oakland at 7:30pm. Using ritual, play and visualization, seek to nurture Fetch's role in our
lives. For more information, contact Ancient Ways at 510-653-3244 or www.ancientways.com.

March 28 - Ancient Ways in Oakland will host Full Moon, with Manna and Stephen at 7:30pm.
The Temple of the Sacred Moons presents Full Moon Mandalas. Ceremonies begin at 8pm sharp.
Experience the ways of traditional people and share the magic within your heart. For more
information, contact Ancient Ways at 510-653-3244 or www.ancientways.com.

March 31 - BAPA sponsors Gaia's Gateway, 6 - 9 PM at the Palo Alto Unitarian Church located

at 505 E. Charleston Rd. Check out the Gaia’s Gateway calendar above or call 408-559-GAIA
for more information or http://www.batnet.com/bapagan/bapa.html.
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April thru Dec - Selene Vega teaches a series of workshops on Turning the Wheels of Life at
Skyote Mountain Retreat in the Santa Cruz Mts. This is a Chakra Intensive class that meets one
Sunday a month for 9 months. Skyote Mountain Retreat is set on 73 acres of redwood, fir, oak,
and madrone forest in the Santa Cruz mountains of California. Workshops will take place in a
strawbale, passive solar studio, and the power we use is generated by the sun. For more
information, contact selene@spiritmoving.com, or visit

http://www.spiritmoving.com.

April 4 - Witchcraft and the Web with Macha Nightmare at the San Jose Book Shop from 7:30-
9:30pm. Macha is a member of the Reclaiming Collective and co-author of The Pagan Book of
Living and Dying. This mini-workshop is based on her new study of technopaganism,

witchcraft and the web. Cost: $15. For more information, contact 408-446-0590,
sjibookshop@mindspring.com, or visit www.sanjosebookshop.surfmetro.com.

April 5 - Rune Classes are being offered on the first Friday of every month with Hammer Oak
Kindred in Berkeley. Two to three runes of the elder futhark will be studied in each class. It's
part lecture, part discussion and almost always there is an activity relating to the rune. A
donation between $2-$5 is requested to pay for the room rental, but no one will be turned away
for lack of funds. Please contact Eric at eric@iconoclast.net for more information.

April 6 - Community Seed of Santa Cruz sponsors Energy Walks. What better way to start your
day, or end your week than a meditative walk through the forest? We gather in the morning,
just before 10am. Before beginning our walk together, we will take a moment to join hands in a
circle and center our minds and bodies. Once we are all fully present, we will begin our journey
into the majestic redwood forest, all the while tuning in, listening, and absorbing the energies of
the elements, plants, and animals. We will arrive at a pre-selected location to sit in silent
meditation and a guided visualization. Please bring drinking water, a small snack, hiking
shoes, comfortable clothes, and money for parking. Please call ahead for location, 831- 469-0336
or visit www.community_seed.org.

April 6 - Join the festivities at The Fremont Tartan Day Family Gathering at Ardenwood
Historic Farm. For more information, contact 510-796-0663 or macneith@earthlink.net

April 10 - Hrafnar kindred hosts heathen events and rituals on the second Wednesday of every
month in Berkeley, starting at 7:30 PM. This month's gathering will be a feast for Gods and
Goddesses. Open to both men and women, this is a potluck, and contributions of food and drink
are welcome. Most meetings are open, but newcomers should contact Hrafnar Circle first to
confirm the topic and location. For more information, contact Diana L. Paxson, Box 5521,
Berkeley, CA 94705, or greyhavn@earthlink.net, or visit www.hrafnar.org.

April 13 - Please join a Beach Clean-up sponsored by Community Seed of Santa Cruz from 10am-
1pm at the Bonny Doon Beach located on Highway 1, near Bonny Doon Road. "By cleaning up a
beach you are honoring the Lord and Lady and are helping all their children, yourself
included!" This beach has ample free parking, and there is the benefit that it is clothing
optional. This means if you want you can go sky clad, but of course this is optional. This year
the clean-ups are not part of any program. This means we are on our own as far as hauling away
the trash and recycling. Bring leather gloves if you have them. We will supply several 10
gallon buckets for nails and glass. Please bring a lunch, your own water supply, and be advised
that there are NO BATHROOM FACILITIES. Come prepared. Also be aware that it is a steep
hike down to the beach, so wear good hiking shoes. Teamwork may be required in navigating
the "trail." For more details and directions, contact 831-469-0336, witchway@mindspring.com,
or visit http://www.communityseed.org/Events/Beach_Cleanup/beach_cleanup.html.
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April 13 - The Pagan Interest Circle (CUUPS chapter) hosts Dark Moon Movies
on witchy topics at the First Unitarian Universalist Church in San Francisco,
located at Franklin and Geary. Movies are shown in the school starting at

7:00 pm. Tonight's movie will be Sleeping Beauty. For more information please
contact Kristen at 415-425-4847.

April 13 - A monthly study group on basic religious witchcraft as practiced in the NROOGD
tradition will meet on the second Saturday of the month in San Francisco from 1-4pm. The
topics of the first class will be how modern religious witchcraft relates to the neopagan
movement and the world's religions generally, and some of the beliefs and practices that most
witches agree with. There is no charge, but donations to cover costs will be accepted. For more
information, including location directions, contact dbendr@aol.com.

April 17 - Spend an enlightening evening with noted KEST radio psychic and practical mystic,
Scout Bartlett, at the San Jose Book Shop. Tonight's topic will be Intuition, Addiction and
Sensitivity. Intuition is a remarkable thing and it weaves its way through all facets of your
life experience. Misunderstood, that "sixth" sensitivity can also feed addictive and co-
dependant patterns. Understand the real input your intuition is giving you. Discussion begins at
7:30 PM and there is a $15 charge. For more information, contact 408-446-0590,
sjibookshop@mindspring.com, or visit www.sanjosebookshop.surfmetro.com.

April 28 - BAPA sponsors Gaia's Gateway, an open public ritual featuring a different Pagan
tradition each month. Gateways are held from 6 - 9 PM at the Palo Alto Unitarian Church
located at 505 E. Charleston Rd. This month’s Gateway will be a Beltane Ritual presented by
Francesca De Grandis, the author of Be a Goddess and founder of The Third Road in San
Francisco. Call 408-559-GAIA for more information or
http://www.batnet.com/bapagan/bapa.html

May 4 - Hearthstone will host a Beltane Celebration from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at John Mise
Park in San Jose. For more information, please contact Molly at molly@hearthstonecircle.org,
408- 446-0590 or visit http://www.hearthstonecircle.org.

May 4 - The Pagan Interest Circle (CUUPS chapter) will host a Beltaine Celebration starting
at 2pm at the First Unitarian Universalist Church in San Francisco, located at Franklin and
Geary. Gather in the courtyard. Open to all generations. For more information, contact Carlowe
at 415-864-2858, or Sally at 510-595-1341, sallyam@pacbell.net, or write to PICt 1446 46th
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94122-2903. SFUU church phone 415-242-1608.

May 8 - Hrafnar kindred celebrates Walpurgisnacht starting at 7:30 PM in Berkeley. This event
is open to both men and women, and contributions of food and drink are welcome. Most meetings
are open, but newcomers should contact Hrafnar Circle first to confirm the topic and location.
For more information, contact Diana L. Paxson, Box 5521, Berkeley, CA 94705, or
greyhavn@earthlink.net, or visit www.hrafnar.org.

May 18 - Daughters of Divination present a Divination Fest from 10am-4:30pm
at Fort Mason Center in San Francisco. This will be an all-day series of
presentations and hands-on workshops exploring a wide variety of divination
methods including Tarot, Palmistry, Runes, Shamanistic Techniques, and much
more. For more information, contact 415-753-5041.

June 5-9 - The 18th annual Ancient Ways Festival will be held at Harbin Hot

Springs in Middletown. Details to be announced as plans progress. Contact
Ancient Ways at 510-653-3244 or www.ancientways.com.
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August 29 - September 2, 2002 - “PAGAN MEET AT WORLDCON - The World Science Fiction
and Fantasy Convention will take place in San Jose in 2002” (http://www.conjose.org). Many
Sci Fi and Fantasy fans and writers are Pagan, and while a Christian Meet is held at
WorldCon every year, there has never been a Pagan Meet. This year, Full Circle Events will
host the first ever Pagan Meet at a WorldCon! Watch http://www.fullcircleevents.org for
upcoming info.

Ongoing Events ~~

San Jose - Circle of Heart's Delight, a chapter of the Covenant of Unitarian Universalist
Pagans (CUUPS), offers rituals at 7:45 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month. These are held in
the beautiful round sanctuary of the First Unitarian Church of San Jose located at 160 N. 3rd St.
No meetings in July or August. For more information, email tenorfrank@aol.com or call the
church at 408-292-3858.

Santa Cruz - The Sacred Grove hosts networking and organizing events in Santa Cruz called
"Linking Circles" on the second and last Wednesdays of each month at 7PM. This is a space for
all groups to meet and organize, and shall not be a recruiting platform controlled by any one
group. Meet in a safe and comfortable environment where solitaires can meet groups, groups can
meet groups and solitaires can meet solitaires at 924 Soquel Ave in Santa Cruz. Brought to you
by "A Bunch O' Random Witches". Contact Sacred Grove for more info. at 831-423-1949 or
sacredgrove@onebox.com

Saratoga - Full Circle Events hosts Pagan Bowling Night on the second Saturday of every
month at the AMF Saratoga Lanes in Saratoga. Meet at 8:30 so that bowling can begin at 9:00
PM. To reserve a lane and place a deposit, call the Saratoga Lanes 408- 252-2212 and ask for
Arlene Perrin. Tell her that you want to be near the folks at Full Circle and they'll put our
lanes side by side. The Saratoga Lanes are located at Saratoga, near Prospect, just opposite the
Westgate Mall. For more information, contact Full Circle Events at Info@fullcircleevents.org or
visit http://www.fullcircleevents.org/

Palo Alto - Seekers' Lunch meets weekly at Hobee's in Palo Alto. Curious, new to the Craft, or
Pagans new to the area are welcome to gather on Tuesdays, 12:30 to 2:00 at 4224 EI Camino Real.
Ask the hostess for the "duck people". Call 650-813-1816 for information. Reservations not
required.

Fellowship of the Spiral Path (SPIRAL) invites you to an open Goddess service on the last
Sunday of every month at the Berkeley Unitarian Universalist Church at 7:30PM. Contact
Diana at 510-658-6033 for more information.

Visit http://www.cyprian.org/Index for additional bay area events and listings.

If you notice inaccuracies in this list, please notify ScoutGhst@aol.com.
BAPA networking coordinator.

Notes: If you notice any errors in the information printed in this newsletter, please direct your

corrections to nevawrites@attbi.com or to BAPA at P. O. Box 4159, Mountain View, CA. 94040
Additionally, Ongoing Events are published as space allows. Ed.
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